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Residents encouraged to complete domestic abuse survey
A domestic abuse charity is encouraging people to complete a survey and put themselves forward for a series of focus groups.
Herefordshire Council is keen to understand more about the experiences of Herefordshire residents who have been affected by domestic abuse and have asked West Mercia Women’s Aid to use their expertise to engage with local people to hear what they have to say. The results will be used to inform revisions to the Herefordshire Domestic Abuse Strategy 2019-24 to match the requirements of the new Domestic Abuse Act.
Those taking part in the focus groups will each receive a £25 Amazon voucher in recognition of their time and contribution.

The focus groups will discuss the key themes of the strategy:
· Prevention – enabling individuals and communities understand domestic abuse and the harm it causes; have the skills to build and a culture that supports healthy relationships
· Service provision – so that when domestic abuse is reported, those affected can access timely and effective information, safe accommodation, advice and support
· Partnership working – working across organisations to prevent and protect those experiencing domestic abuse
· Pursuing perpetrators – ensuring that the tools available to prevent and deter perpetrators are used effectively and consistently.
Sue Coleman, Chief Executive of West Mercia Women’s Aid said: “This latest piece of work we are undertaking is a crucial part of developing the county’s domestic abuse strategy.  Those participating will help to shape the way the local council supports those experiencing domestic abuse.”  
The survey can be completed here: http://n102g1kc736.typeform.com/HfdDAstrat. 

The deadline is 28th March (16th March for focus group applicants).
This year West Mercia Women’s Aid is marking its 40th year anniversary which will be celebrated by a series of themes and events, including the launch of a reimagined logo.

For further information call West Mercia Women’s Aid on 01432 356146.   

Ends

For media comment please contact Sue Coleman, Chief Executive, West Mercia Women’s Aid on 01432 356 146 

Editor’s notes : please contact Kabbie Langford on 07940 371 794 or email kabbie@kabbielangford.co.uk if you need any further information.
